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Holocaust survivor: forgive but never forget |

William Meyer talks
of faith, bravery at
St. Henry High School

By ERIC ADAMS

« ST. HENRY — William Meyer wit-
nessed unspeakable atrocities at the age
many modern American children receive
their first cellular phones.

- He was 11 when Gestapo officers
arrested him outside the clockmaker
shop of his neighbor, Corrie ten Boom, 2
Jewish sympathizer.

- Meyer, 81, now of Geneva, Ind., spoke to
a packed house at St. Henry High School
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on Monday evening about his experience
as a prisoner at a Nazi concentration
camp.

Ten Boom was a close companion of
Meyer’s throughout his childhood; she
frequently read him Bible stories and fed
him cookies.

One of her biggest lessons was that
goodness will always overcome evil, and

light will overcome darkness. To ten.

Boom, Meyer says, these words were far
more than just platitudes. She worked to
see them come true by not only providing
supplies to Jews in hiding but also hous-
ing Jews herself.

Meyer first faced adversity from his
own father for aiding Jews. In order to
gu:m job, his father, a police officer,

d been forced to become a Nazi. This
became the case with many professions,

Meyer said.
“My dad said no, but me being a little
boy, I said ‘yes. Nobody loved the Jews

very much. I thought ‘what could (the |

Nazis) do to a little boy?" ”

He soon learned.

At ten Boom’s instruction, Meyer had
been transporting food ration stamps

and passports, riding up to 50 km on ¥
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a bike with no tires, to Jews in hiding }

throughout Holland.

<] was not very brave, I don’t think,”
Meyer said of the trips. “I did it because I
had to, because I could.” _

As fear increased for the safety of the
Jews, ten Boom one day i cted Meyer
to carry a _-Wunwnwﬁaob his bicycle to a
convent seve! _Mﬂu N
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sentation at St. Henry High School. Meyer, originally from Holland and now of
Geneva, Ind., escaped from a concentration camp during the war.
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